Relocating – Start by Planning AHEAD
Take heed of these 5 key points to start your research.

A= Area

H=Housing

E= Education

A=Amenities

D= Downtime

Area

The area and neighbourhood you wish to move to can be researched a number of ways. Many websites with property for sale or rent have neighbourhood or suburb profiles. These show the demographics of the current population in that area ie. ages of residents, whether they are families, singles or couples, percentages of owner occupiers or tenanted properties etc. Also, don’t be afraid to ring and contact local business people – Newsagents/bank managers/store owners are a wealth of information and can usually give you contacts that can help with most queries.

Housing

Is the type of dwelling available for sale or rent where you want to live? eg. You may want an

acreage or large yard for the kids or close to the beach or walk to a specific school or university.

Again check real‐estate websites:

1. To see that the property you have in mind exists and

2. That they are in your price range. Utilise ‘email’ to contact selling agents in the area that have the local knowledge of current sales and rentals.

Education

Government websites list every school in Australia with their contact details and most of the schools have their own websites. You may be looking for Private, Public, Special or schools that offer curriculum for ‘gifted students’, specialist music or agricultural courses. Does the school run buses close to where you wish to live or will it be a drive to school each day?

Amenities

What facilities are available within a reasonable distance? Shopping centres, medical facilities and sporting groups. How far away is the nearest airport, railway station or bus terminal. How often do they run services? Check yellow pages, local business directories and council websites. Distances can be found by utilising Google maps.

Downtime

Recreation resources ‐ Are you into fishing, surfing, swimming, bush walking, art classes, bowling?

What does the area offer for you, and more importantly – you’re children ‐ to enjoy during your rest and relaxation time?

TIP – sign up for online newsletters
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